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Computers: Definition and Characteristics

This study guide is meticulously designed for O Level M1-R5 students to grasp the foundational concepts of computers. You will
learn the precise definition of a computer, understand its core functions, and explore its various distinguishing characteristics, all

presented in an exam-oriented bilingual format.

Introduction to Computers: Definition and Characteristics

Fe? & I=T (Introduction to Computer) HTSTA &I Tg WIT ATTRI HAST il FoT TATIT AT ITaT THE
faeryaret & gftfae #TUIT | 78 NIELIT O Level (M1-RS5) T84T & {0 Us Agcaqor @< & |

1. Understanding Computers: Definition (F<IET HT THAT : TRRATIT)

A computer (FIEY) is an advanced electronic device (T&h I~ 5 Fe i ITHIIN) that takes raw data as input
(ﬁ' Crak-ay g9 FET H AdT %‘), processes it (3'@' T Far %‘), and produces useful information as output
(Bﬁ'{‘ W&'E% T H IR SAET 2dT %‘). It can store (¥g T & gahdT %‘), retrieve (TT: AT &L hdl
%‘), and process data (Bﬁ'{' ST & TET FT G&hdT %).

e Input Unit ETYE ?{ER‘): Accepts data and instructions from the user (Btl'éﬂ'-ﬂﬁ'i' T ST AW Hawr e
WT%‘). Examples: Keyboard, Mouse.

e Processing Unit (TFTHIT ZfE): Processes the input data according to instructions (FE3IT & SAFAT §74C
T &I TIET FaT 7). This is primarily done by the Central Processing Unit (CPU).

e Output Unit (ATI<TYT ?{ﬁ?): Displays or provides the processed information to the user (& &l T8
STRIT ITDThAT il (E@TaT T TSI Har %‘). Examples: Monitor, Printer.

o Storage Unit (FTRST ‘{ﬁ?): Stores data and programs for future use (Mfa~T & ITINT & RRCTA 2 AU
T AT %‘). Examples: Hard Disk, SSD, RAM.

2. Characteristics of Computers (Wﬁﬁ'ﬁ"lﬂﬁ)

FHET &l FB, @ [G9Tary (key characteristics) T & A9 3T TgHEAT ITHII a1 & | F fqorvard
T HT T ST AT & 37 50 ATIH ST &7 HT &

1. Speed arfe):
o Computers can perform millions of operations per second (FHET gfa Ss @i Bﬁ"ﬁﬂﬂ‘ﬁﬂﬁg‘).

o Measured in milliseconds, microseconds, nanoseconds, and even picoseconds (3'@' feass ,H TS =hId s,
I I IR aF fF TREas § qT97T S14T 8).

o Example: Complex calculations (STf&eT ITUMTY) that might take humans hours, a computer does in fractions

mcqvidya.com - Verified Study Notes Page 1 of 3 2026 MCQVidya



MC QVIDY A O Level — (M1-R5) Information Technology Tools & Network Basic

STUDY MATERIAL & EXAM PREPARATION Introduction to Computer

of a second (FT ASAT T HEl T Ao &, HAST TS & HI H FHTAT 7).

2. Accuracy (ggdn):
o Computers perform calculations with 100% accuracy (FFe¥ 100% g1 %WTI"THTQ" FAE), provided

the input data and instructions are correct (F9Ter &1 J< =<1 A e garan).

o Error in output is usually due to incorrect input data or faulty instructions, known as GIGO (Garbage In,

Garbage Out) (I H T AW I AT S99 ST AT MY (<9t & &Ior &1ar 7, & GIGO
(TTEST &7, T 2AT3S) FHET 14T 8).

3. Diligence (TR / &T+1):
o Unlike humans, computers do not suffer from boredom, fatigue, or lack of concentration (Hﬂ"gﬂ‘% faadra,
FAHCT FF, TR AT TRTUAT &l AT F GST T80 &1 8).

o They can perform repetitive tasks with the same speed and accuracy for long durations (F T & THT T T
& T 3T S[EAT & 9T G180 9 a7l :lF FY Tahel 8).

4. Versatility (ﬂg‘{[@' wfam):
o A computer is capable of performing a wide variety of tasks (@Wﬁfw%m A H THTE).

o It can be used for calculations, document creation, gaming, internet browsing, and much more (FHa&T ITT

TUETH, TEATE a1, THIT, §E0AE G307 AL TET §5, & (AT [6AT AT qHAT 7).

5. Storage Capacity (ST &HdT):
o Computers can store enormous amounts of data (Ei'T‘?II;c'.T VT HTST | 82T W &7 Hﬁ'%‘).

o This data can be retrieved instantly whenever required (8 SeT &l STITHAT TS T qIq I 9T feT
AT HHAT 7).

o Measured in Bytes, Kilobytes, Megabytes, Gigabytes, Terabytes, etc. (3 aTSed, [FaETEed, HIMETSEH,
ITRTETE e, SOETSed TS & ATIT ST14T 7).

6. Automation (Sq9THA):

o Once a task is initiated and instructions are provided, a computer can perform it automatically without human
intervention (U@ & STq &% &TT J[& &7 ATAT & T [ TTH (AU AT &, AT e AT geqaT &
faaT s T =T a ST gaara).

7. Reliability (fawagstraan):
o Modern computers are highly reliable (ﬂT{ﬁ?T FHT Fetas favaa-T @ﬁ'%‘)

o They are designed to work consistently for long periods without errors (375 gt%q‘r% [EEIRSCR:EDRsE
AT F F & (AU (ST ffam 3T 8).

8. No IQ (FI< gEfemaT ED):

o A computer does not have its own intelligence or decision-making ability (Waﬁ' MWWW
fuTer @ T areaT ARl AT R).

o It functions strictly based on the instructions (programs) given to it (I& ﬁ"{ T [BECUNCIRIEE D I iy
&L & & R).
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9. No Feelings (Ehlli‘ﬂ'l'clﬂTqﬁ‘):
o Computers are machines and do not possess emotions, feelings, or instincts (FHET Q9 & Y I
HTETY, HTEATU T J89T T T81 21T 8).
o They cannot make judgments based on feelings (& MTEAIT=AT & AT ¥ U TET o Fahel).

Key Takeaway: NIELIT O Level exams often feature multiple-choice questions (MCQs) directly asking about

computer characteristics. Remember GIGO (Garbage In, Garbage Out) for accuracy-related questions.

Common Pitfall: Students often confuse 'automation' with 'intelligence’. Remember, a computer is automated but not

intelligent on its own; it follows predefined instructions.
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